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Meeting Date 
Changed for March
Due to the Easter holiday falling 

on the weekend we normally hold 
our monthly þ otilla meeting, we 
voted to change it for this month. 
Instead of the usual fourth Saturday, 
we will meet a week later, on the 
ý fth Saturday.
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We will conduct the one-hour 
Team Coordination Training (TCT) 
refresher training session following 
the meeting. This is a requirement 
for all personnel involved with our 
operations program. If you are in-
volved now, or plan to qualify for 
crew, coxswain, or watchstander 
this year, you need this training. 
This is an annual supplement to the 
full eight-hour TCT training. The 
full course is due every three years. 

The coming of warm weather 
and Daylight Savings Time 
signals that we are again into 
the spring season and beginning 
to look forward to getting back 
on the water. The water level of 
Lake Harwell has come up about 
four feet, but we still need some 
good spring  rains to get back the 
lake back to a safe level before 
the heavy inþ ux of boaters take 
to the water.

Safe Boating Week this year is 
17-23 May, followed immediately 
by the Memorial Day Weekend 
which signals the ofý cial start 
of the boating season. This gives 
us just two months to get our 
members, operational vessels 
and Operations Center ready to 
support the patrol season. We 
have several members working 
to ý nish their qualiý cations for 
Watchstander and several others 
working on Coxswain and Crew 
certiý cation. I look forward to 
starting the patrol season with 
the best resources that we have 
had in several years.

The Public Education Program 
has gotten off to a good start 
with ABC/ABS Courses held 
on 16 February and 15 March.  
My thanks to Glenn Barbee 

and his team of Instructors for 
their tireless support.  It was 
particularly encouraging to see 
a whole family taking the last 
course; father, mother, and 12 
year old daughter. It lets us know 
we really do make a difference 
by promoting boating safety.

Ronny Merritt, Jim Rudy, and 
I helped support the Auxiliary 
National Marketing Group life 
jacket booth at the Bassmasters 
Expo on 22-24 February. I 
think we were all amazed at the 
number of people in attendance, 
particularly families. I am sure 
the free admission was a big 
help and it truly lived up to the 
publicity of being the World 
Series of Bass ý shing. It was 
encouraging to learn that many 
of the ý shermen have gone to 
the inþ atable life jackets and that 
they are now wearing them all 
the time they are on the water.

Donôt forget the meeting 
has changed to 

Saturday, 29 March

to avoid a conþ ict with Easter 
Weekend. We will be holding 
the TCT refresher workshop 
and I would encourage all of our 
operational members to make a 
special effort to attend.  

See you on the 29th




