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April Showers 
Will they bring the lake level up?

We canõt promise that, but 
April will bring another 
Flotilla meeting for us.

Next Meeting
1000 on 26 April

at
U.S.Army

Corps of  Engineers
Lake Hartwell

We will have some important 
workshop training following 
the meeting. This month we 
will have a combined session 
for Vessel Examiners and 
Program Visitors. Lead facili-
tators will be FSO-VE Dave 
Haus and FSO-PV Ronny 
Merritt. All members in these 
programs and those planning 
to seek qualiý cation for VE or 
PV should attend. The session 
will be open to all members.

Although I am writing this in 
the middle of the month, it was 
a somewhat busy week from 
the standpoint of Coast Guard 
Auxiliary activities.

On Thursday, 10 April, Glenn 
Barbee and I attended the annual 
Corps of Engineers Information 
Exchange. This meeting brings 
together representatives from 
the Corps, Marinas, Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Power Squadron, 
DNR, States Parks, and the 
enforcement agencies to share 
information relating to the 
support of activities on Lake 
Hartwell. The primary themes 
were the low water and the 
reduced funding, particularly for 
the Corps of Engineers.  They 
are really working hard to ý nd 
creative ways to do more with 
less.

On Saturday, 12 April, Ed 
Skelly, Ronny Merritt, Matt 
Losch, and I attended the Division 
Two meeting at Lake Alatoona. 
The Division meetings are held 
four times a year including the 
Change of Watch in January.  
Flotilla 25 will be hosting the 
meeting on Saturday, 11 October 
at the Madren Center, Clemson 

University, and I encourage you 
put it on your calendar now. 
I have emailed the Division 
newsletter, The Baggywrinkle, 
to all of our members. This will 
give you a chance to see what 
is going on elsewhere in our 
Division. We will plan to report 
on the Division and Corps of 
Engineers meetings at our April 
Flotilla Meeting.

The third ABC Boating Safety 
Course of the year on Saturday, 
12 April, added to the busy 
weekend.  Besides Glenn Barbee, 
my thanks go to Otto Haugland, 
Dave Haus, Don Hyde and David 
Stooksbury for their help.

With the patrol season just 
around the corner, facilities are 
being re-inspected and members 
continue to work to be qualiý ed 
as Coxswain, Crew, and Radio 
Watch Stander.

For those members already 
certiý ed for boat crew and /or 
watch stander, please send the 
dates you are available from 
Memorial Day through June to 
FSO-OP Olin Bell so that he can 
complete the patrol schedule. 

We will be holding a VE/PV 
workshop after our next meeting 
on 26 April and all members in 
those programs are encouraged 
to attend.  I look forward to 
seeing you then.
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WASHINGTON ï The U. S. 
Coast Guard reminds parents that 
their children should always wear a 
life jacket while boating.

ñNational SAFE KIDS Week is a 
perfect time to remember the impor-
tance of life jackets,ò said the Coast 
Guardôs Director of Operations Pol-
icy, Rear Admiral J.W. Underwood. 
ñIt is the parentôs responsibility to 
keep their children safe when on 
the water and insisting on wearing 
life jackets is one of the best ways 
to do that.

ñJust like you make your kids 
wear bike helmets, make them wear 
life jackets.ò

Many adults believe themselves 
capable of diving into the water to 
rescue a child who falls overboard.  
This is a dangerous misconception.  
Adults may not notice a child fall-
ing overboard right away.  Children 
who fall in may not surface immedi-
ately.  It can be difý cult to locate a 
child in the waterðespecially when 
the vessel is in motion.

Life jackets could prevent ap-
proximately two-thirds of all boat-
ing-related drownings of children 
ages 14 and under.  In fact, in most 
states, children under 13 must wear 
life jackets.  Itôs the law.

According to the National SAFE 
KIDS Campaign, drowning remains 

second only to motor vehicle ac-
cidents as the leading cause of 
unintentional injury-related death 
among children ages 1 to 14.   Fur-
thermore, children are much more 
likely to practice safe habits when 
they experience similar behavior by 
parents and caregivers.  ñWe have 
done research that indicates chil-
dren whose parents wear life jackets 
around water are more likely to wear 
one themselves,ò says Jen Medearis 
Costello, program manager at the 
National SAFE KIDS Campaign.  
ñTherefore we recommend that 
parents not only actively supervise 
their children around water, but also 
demonstrate safe behaviorðinclud-
ing wearing life jackets.ò

The Coast Guard and National 
SAFE KIDS Campaign strongly 
recommend adults always wear life 
jackets as well ï not only to keep 
themselves safe, but to demonstrate 
safe behavior for their children.

National SAFE KIDS Week starts 
on April 30 and runs through May 
7.

The U.S. Coast Guard is ask-
ing all boat owners and operators 
to help reduce fatalities, injuries, 
property damage, and healthcare 
costs related to recreational boating 
accidents by taking personal respon-
sibility for their own safety and the 
safety of their passengers. Essential 
steps include always wearing a life 
jacket and requiring passengers to 
do the same; never boating under 
the inþ uence; completing a boat-
ing safety course; and getting a free 
vessel safety check annually from 
local U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
or United States Power SquadronsÈ 
vessel examiners. The U.S. Coast 
Guard reminds all boaters, ñYouôre 
in Command. Boat Responsibly!ò

Important info from the 
U.S.C.G. Ofý ce of Boating Safety

Public Education Report
by Glenn Barbee

We have an ABC class scheduled 
for 12 April. Iôll have a report on 
that class before this issue goes to 
press. Weôll have another ABC/
ABS class on 10 May. Following 
that, I expect a short break in the PE 
schedule until September. We hope 
to continue our practice of having 
one class in the Greenville, SC, 
area and one at Lake Keowee in the 
fall. Watch for details as we ý rm up 
these schedules.

Weôre concerned about the low 
student attendance in our classes to 
date this year. So far, our two ABC 
classes at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers at Lake Hartwell has 
received very limited attendance. 
There was some discussion and 
brain storming at our last þ otilla 
meeting and we are working to 
make sure we get the word out to 
the right places. Our public affairs 
program is well organized and we 
do not see any obvious holes in our 
advertising. Our PA ofý cer does an 
outstanding job with publicity. We 
will continue to work on this low 
attendance problem.

UPDATE-- Low student turnout 
continues to be a problem. We had 
a great ABC class for the folks who 
showed up on the 12th. and they ex-
pressed their appreciation to us for 
the training. We will continue our 
plan to have one more ABC class 
before the patrol season starts. This 
class will be at the Corps of Engi-
neers on Saturday, 10 May 2008. I 
will get some þ yers and advertising 
material out to key people. FSO-
PA will continue his effort in get-
ting the word out. Hopefully more 
people will see the need and decide 
to attend.




